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in-a succession of incarnations, the most popular of
which are Rama and Krishna.

The Sikhs of the Punjab are monotheists,
prohibit idolatry, and denounce caste distinctions.
They all wear long hair, short drawers, iron
bangles, and steel quoits, and with them tobacco
is taboo.

Of modern theistic sects, the Brahmo-Samaj is
a kind of Unitarianism, which discards all idolatry,
but maintains many of the religious peculiarities
and characteristics of the Hindus. The Arya-
Samaj, differing but slightly as to creed, has,
in fact, become practically a political association,
closely connected with the unrest which is mani-
festing itself in a manner most unfriendly to the
British Government in the Punjab and in Upper
India.

Animistic beliefs form the real religion of the
masses of the people, who worship at shrines, which
are mere vermilion-streaked stones in the forest,
while trees and the natural features of the land-
scape appear as symbols of ghostly companies jdf
phantoms, which, dwelling in rocks, trees, and
rivers, preside over cholera, smallpox, and other
diseases.                                               c

Turning to the Mahomedans, who first came to
India at the close of the tenth century, the kings
and emperors of this faith practised conspicuous
tolerance until the reign of Aurangzeb,